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But I cannot help thinking that you have a little over-
rated Stranger's poetical genius. Some of Ms ballads
are no doubt " exquisite curiosities of art;" but he was,
according to my opinion, somewhat deficient in what
the French call " le souffle/' As for the use he made
of his powers, there is much in it which the French na-
tion has good reason to lament. I wish you had not
omitted to say that the recent disasters of France are
partly traceable to that kind of hero-worship which has
been nursed by no other writer so sedulously as by him.
No other did more towards paving the way to the hu-
miliating and ruinous despotism of Napoleon the Third.
The deification of Napoleon the First was, of course, the
mistake of Stranger's mind, not of his heart; but the
consequences were not the less fatal.

* Your sense of justice, high-minded impartiality, and
total freedom from anything like national prejudice,
are strongly shown in the comparison you draw between
Shakespeare's " Jeanne d'Arc " and Schiller's. That
Schiller deserves the enthusiastic praise you bestow
upon Mm, is absolutely undeniable; however, I must
candidly confess that I do not think he was right in
setting his face against the French Eevolution, after
having conie forward as one of its most ardent suppor-
ters. True, this change in his feelings was brought
about by the excesses which a man of his stamp was
naturally expected to reprobate; but it would have
been worthy of Ms high intellect not to fall into the
vulgar error of seeing nothing in the French Revolution
beyond the evils consequent upon a struggle altogether
unprecedented and unequalled.

'Your remarks on Victor Hugo's theory are very
suggestive; and I read the pages that relate to him
with intense interest, although my opinion concerning
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